


KENNY G RETURNS TO FRESNO FOR MET BENEFIT CONCERT

Fresno, CA… The Fresno Metropolitan Museum’s traditional holiday festivities will have an extra surprise this year.  A special holiday concert by Grammy Award winning artist Kenny G will be held at the Saroyan Theater on December 18, 2005 as a benefit for the Fresno Metropolitan Museum.  The event is made possible by the generous support of Clear Channel Radio.

Kenny G began nurturing his natural gift while playing sax in the high school band in his hometown of Seattle, Washington.  At the age of seventeen, Kenny G (for Gorelick) performed his first professional gig as a member of Barry White’s Love Unlimited Orchestra.  Kenny soon began performing with other artists who were appearing in Seattle including Johnny Mathis, The Spinners, Liberace and others.  He was a member of a local funk group (Cold, Bold & Together) before joining Jeff Lorber’s jazz-fusion band in 1979.  Kenny came to the attention of Arista Records and then-label president Clive Davis in 1982.  Arista produced Kenny’s self-titled album, Kenny G, which focused on the musician’s multi-faceted skills: Kenny played synthesizer, flute, both tenor and soprano sax, mini-moog and provided horn arrangements for the album which featured a handful of his own compositions.  Now, 23 years later Kenny G has 13 albums to his credit and is poised to release another, titled At Last…The Duets Album.

Fresno Met members will have the first opportunity to purchase tickets for the benefit concert, which are priced at $45 for balcony, $75 for floor and lower balcony and $250 for orchestra, which includes a post-concert reception with Kenny G.  Tickets go on sale to Museum members September 26, and to the general public on October 6.

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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