
FRESNO METROPOLITAN MUSEUM RECEIVES 

JAMES IRVINE FOUNDATION GRANT

Fresno, CA… The Fresno Metropolitan Museum received a $20,000 grant from the James Irvine Foundation to fund an upcoming series of exhibitions the Met has dubbed Off-Site.  

The Met applied for the grant in July, and was awarded the money based on their proposal for the Off-Site series, which will consist of five contemporary art projects which will be implemented in different locations throughout Fresno.  The first artist to be featured in the series is Claudia Tennyson.  Work will begin on her project in early November.

The James Irvine Foundation is a private, non-profit grantmaking foundation dedicated to expanding opportunity for the people of California to participate in a vibrant, inclusive and successful society.  The Foundation was established in 1937 by James Irvine, the California pioneer whose 110,000 acre ranch in Southern California was among the largest privately owned land holdings in the state.  With assets of more than $1.5 billion, the Foundation expects to make grants of $61 million in 2005 for the people of California.

“The grant from the James Irvine Foundation allows us to continue our curatorial programming while the Museum is undergoing renovation,” said the Met’s Curator of Art Susanneh Bieber.  “We’re very excited and honored to receive the grant.  It encourages us to take our programming to a new and innovative level.”

Off-Site, which will be partly funded by the James Irvine Foundation grant, will deal with site-specific works throughout the Fresno area, featuring projects developed exclusively by California artists and inspired directly by the Fresno location they will develop their art in.

The Off-Site series will feature various artists, yet to be announced, throughout the next year.

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  The Met is currently open in its temporary gallery space at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno.  For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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