



City of Fresno and the Fresno Metropolitan Museum to 

Partner in Arts and Culture District Historic Survey

Fresno, California…The Fresno Metropolitan Museum and the City of Fresno’s Historic Preservation Program have announced a forward thinking partnership to conduct a study of the historic resources in the downtown Arts and Culture District.  

The City’s Planning and Development Department will take the lead in funding and supervising the intensive historic survey of the 16-square-block area known as the Arts and Culture District.  The Met will partner with the City in this endeavor and other non-profit organizations in the area will also be invited to participate.  The survey will include a history of the area and an inventory listing of every pre-1960 building within the district.  The final report will serve as a land use document for planned future projects.
“As one of the few organizations in Fresno actively engaged in historic preservation, the Fresno Metropolitan Museum is happy to partner with the City’s Historic Preservation Program in this comprehensive initiative,” said Kathleen Monaghan, Executive Director. 

The survey will be an important step in the continuing development of a vibrant arts and culture district in downtown Fresno.  It will assist organizations within the Arts and Culture district and those planning to relocate to the district in utilizing and reusing the many historic-era buildings found within the area between Divisadero and Tuolumne streets.

The Metropolitan Museum is about to commence a multimillion-dollar capital improvement project on its nationally registered historic property designed to restore the building to its original architectural footprint.   The project also includes plans for upgrades to current elevators, stairwells and Museum galleries in order to provide greater public access and bring the historic structure into compliance with current safety and building codes. 

The historic survey will be a vital part of the Museum’s planning study as it continues with its development of a long-range expansion project within the district. 

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  
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