


FRESNO MET TO BEGIN RENOVATION 

OF HISTORIC FRESNO BEE BUILDING

Fresno, CA… The Fresno Metropolitan Museum will begin the first major interior renovation of its historic Fresno Bee Building in more than 25 years on August 22, 2005.

This exciting time in the history of the Met will move programming outside of the building for twelve months, during which time the Met will focus on community outreach, programming and off-site exhibitions – including the temporary relocation of its popular Reeves ASK Science Center.

“The Museum itself is more than a location - it is the embodiment of ideas and a service that can continue outside of the facility,” said Kathleen Monaghan, the Met’s Executive Director.  “With this in mind, while our principal building is closed the Museum will continue to present workshops, classes, exhibitions and events through collaboration with other arts organizations, schools and businesses, and off-site programming.”

Exhibitions from the Museum’s permanent collection, the Diener Collection of Chinese Snuff Bottles and A Life in the World: Fresno’s William Saroyan, will close on August 8 in preparation for the renovation project.  The popular Reeves ASK Science Center will close on August 14 in order to relocate to an off-site location in the early Fall. 
The Museum will host three events in the month of August prior to the start of construction: a special members only reception on August 19; a Hard Hat party for the Museum’s donors and capital campaign contributors on August 20; and, on August 21, the Met will be open to the public for a special behind-the-scenes look at the building.  

“The Museum is renovating its building to better serve our future public,” Monaghan added.  “It is also important to realize that the Met is not going into hibernation for the next year; but will bring some of its most popular programming out into the community.  The project allows us the unique opportunity to serve in ways we have not before."

Museum programs and exhibitions scheduled to take place during the renovation project include the First Friday Films series, already under way for the summer at the African-American Museum; the second annual Met Bubble Festival scheduled for September; and the Met’s popular Have a Ball science exhibition will return at the Big Fresno Fair this October.  The Met’s signature holiday celebration Christmas at the Met, will be presented this year as Christmas With
The Stars in the Security Bank Building’s Bankers’ Ballroom, on Fulton Mall.
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The renovation project will open the currently unused fourth and fifth floors and bring the building up to 21st century fire and safety standards.  This project will provide the people of the Central Valley with a museum that they can continue to be proud of; one that is equipped to offer expanded educational programming and easy to navigate galleries that are open and accessible to all people. 

The project includes a planned removal of the 1936 and 1951 additions to the building and a restoration of the Fresno Bee Building to its original, historically significant 1922 footprint.  One of the previously unused floors will serve as the Met’s educational center along with an interpretive gallery, and the administrative office will be relocated to the Bee Building’s upper floors as well.   
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