

FRESNO MET’S FORMER ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

BUILDING TO BE DEMOLISHED
WHAT:
Demolition begins on The Fresno Metropolitan Museum’s former 
Administrative Office at 1515 Van Ness Avenue, Fresno
WHEN:
Tuesday, May 22, 2007, beginning at 7:30 a.m.
WHERE:
Fresno Metropolitan Museum
1515 Van Ness Avenue

Downtown Fresno

DETAILS:
Another major step in the Fresno Metropolitan Museum’s continuing renovation project begins May 22, 2007, when the Met’s former administrative office building at 1515 Van Ness is scheduled to be demolished.  The building will be cleared in order to begin site preparations and further landscape improvements as part of the Museum’s historic 1922 Fresno Bee Building ongoing renovation.
The 1515 building was originally built in 1951 to house KMJ Radio and McClatchy Broadcasting and prior to its occupation by the Met, also served as the home of Valley Public Radio. In the early 1980’s, the 1515 building served as an initial exhibition venue for the fledgling Museum while construction to convert the historic Fresno Bee Building into a museum  preparations was being completed.  The building is part of the Museum’s campus, but is not structurally connected to the nationally registered Fresno Bee Building.  
Once demolished, the grounds upon which the 1515 building stood will be incorporated into an expanded public garden and concourse for use by visitors to the Museum.  The garden is being designed by the noted local landscape architect Robert Boro of Fresno, California. 
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  The Met's home in the historic Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation through late 2007.  During that time, Met programming is taking place offsite and at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno.  For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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