

DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR TEACHERS TO APPLY FOR 

FRESNO MET MINI-GRANTS PROGRAM

Mini-Grants for innovative science education will be awarded to Fresno County teachers

May 8, 2007, Fresno, CA… The May 31st application deadline for the Fresno Metropolitan Museum’s Mini-Grants for Innovative Science Education program is fast approaching.

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, in partnership with the Reveas Foundation and Fresno County Office of Education, is conducting a competitive mini-grant program in science.   

Grant awards will range from $500 - $1,000 and all teachers in Fresno County are eligible to apply. (Actual grant awards will be determined by the number of applications received and the amount requested. It is expected that 10-12 grants will be awarded at the start of the 2007-08 school year).  
The program is another part of the Museum’s ongoing efforts to promote science education through innovative curriculum developed in collaboration with educators throughout the Fresno area, its Reeves ASK Science Center and its Science Outreach program.  

These efforts include an innovative learning center, the Michaelis Classroom, incorporated into the fourth floor of the Museum’s current renovation project.  The classroom will provide Valley teachers with an added resource at their disposal to educate children about the wonders of science and serve as the base for the Met’s informal education programs.
Grant awards will be split into categories for elementary, middle and high school levels.  Applications can be obtained via download at the Met’s website, fresnomet.org or at the FCOE’s website, fcoe.k12.ca.us. 

Grant funds shall be used to implement quality, innovative hands-on science instruction in the applicant’s classroom and/or their school. The funds may be used to purchase equipment and materials and/or enhance current science curriculum/programs. Creativity and originality in the implementation of how grant funds will be used to further science education are highly encouraged. 
In order to be considered, applications must be postmarked for delivery on or before the application deadline of May 31, 2007. Applicants are responsible for determining the most appropriate method of delivery. Faxed, hand-delivered, or emailed applications will not be accepted.
About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, a Smithsonian Institution Affiliate, is a 501c(3) non- profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  

The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation through late 2007.  During that time, Met programming is taking place offsite and at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno. For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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