
FRESNO METROPOLITAN MUSEUM ANNOUNCES 

DR. WILLIAM K. BARNETT AS NEW DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Fresno, CA… The Fresno Metropolitan Museum has announced the hiring of Dr. William K. Barnett as its new Deputy Director.  The position entails oversight of overall operations and programs, reporting to the Executive Director and Board of Trustees.  Specific responsibilities include overseeing the staff of the Education Department, facilitating and contributing to the work of the Curatorial Department in development of exhibitions, as well as extensive participation in development and marketing efforts to increase awareness of the Museum and its projects.  Specific responsibilities for 2007 include executive participation in the Bee Building renovation and strategic planning.


Barnett was hired in December and began his duties with the Museum at the beginning of the year.  Barnett comes to Fresno from the Chicago area, where he was a principal in Triangulated Solutions, a business technology consulting firm, and the Field Museum, where he served as Vice President and CIO.  He has served in the past at the American Museum of Natural History in New York, and obtained a Ph.D. and M.A. in Archaeology at Boston University as well as a B.A. in Anthropology at the College of William and Mary.  

Barnett was attracted to Fresno and the Met by its mission and its current and upcoming challenges as the Museum builds toward its reopening in September 2007. "The Met has been a leader in the community in redefining what museums are through their outreach programs. I saw that as an exciting opportunity to be part of a growing institution," said Barnett. "The weather's also warmer than Chicago." 

The Met is proud to have Dr. Barnett on board, and the addition of his experience to the Museum's efforts in the coming months will be valuable. "It's great to be in an environment where the institution is an integral part of the community," said Barnett. "It's easy to feel like you're making a difference in people's lives." 

About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, a Smithsonian Institution Affiliate, is a 501c(3) non- profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  

The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation and is scheduled to reopen in 2007.  During that time, Met programming is taking place offsite and at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno. For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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