
FRESNO METROPOLITAN MUSEUM BECOMES A SMITHSONIAN AFFILIATE

Met will have access to Smithsonian artifacts and exhibitions
Fresno, CA – May 31, 2006…The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is proud to announce that it has been granted Affiliate status by the Smithsonian Institution.  Smithsonian Affiliations has established partnerships with 144 museums and other organizations in 39 states, the District of Columbia, Panama and Puerto Rico since it was established in 1996.  A Smithsonian Affiliation is conferred by application to institutions whose collections and mission are similar to those of the Smithsonian.  

The Affiliation, granted this week, continues the Museum’s ongoing efforts to bring the finest quality exhibitions and programming to Central Valley residents.  As a Smithsonian Affiliate, the Met will have access to the Smithsonian’s collections and resources.  

The Smithsonian’s collections-based Affiliations program fosters long-term loan of artifacts and will enable the Met to incorporate Smithsonian resources in more than one format, allowing for alternative means of exhibiting the Smithsonian’s more than 136 million object collection. Smithsonian Affiliates are encouraged to integrate Smithsonian collections into their exhibitions, educational initiatives and research programs.

Since 1996, Smithsonian Affiliates have borrowed more than 7,000 artifacts from the Smithsonian collections including the Apollo 13 space capsule (Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center, Hutchinson, Kansas), Amelia Earhart’s flight suit (The Women’s Museum: An Institute for the Future, Dallas, Texas), Ray Bolger’s scarecrow costume from The Wizard of Oz (Durham Western Heritage Museum, Omaha, Nebraska), and more than 200 mineral specimens have been loaned to several Affiliates.

The Met’s membership corps will also benefit greatly from the partnership.  Met memberships will now double as Smithsonian memberships; meaning that Met members will receive special discounts at Smithsonian museum shops.  

“Being granted this Affiliation is a great achievement in the history of this museum,” said Kathleen Monaghan, the Met’s Executive Director.  “We strive to bring the very best in exhibitions and programs to the Central Valley.  This new partnership opens doors that will allow the Met to provide even more for our community.” 
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About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, a Smithsonian Institution Affiliate, is a 501c(3) non- profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  

The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation through late 2006.  During that time, Met programming is taking place offsite and at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno. For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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