
Inaugural MET AWARD FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION TO 

HONOR TWO LOCAL TEACHERS

Fresno, CA… The Fresno Metropolitan Museum has teamed up with the Fresno County Office of Education and The Reveas Foundation to present a new annual award for Fresno area science teachers excelling in science education.
The Met Award for Science Education, presented by the Reveas Foundation, will honor two teachers who exhibit excellence in bringing science into the classroom.  Two inaugural selections have been announced; Mary Funk and Wayne Garabedian, and they will be honored at a press conference on Friday, June 23, 2006 at 10:30 a.m. at the Met’s Reeves ASK Science Center located at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno.

“The Fresno Metropolitan Museum’s mission is dedicated to developing and inspiring inquisitive minds in the arts and sciences,” said Kathleen Monaghan, Executive Director for the Museum.  “These Met Award winners have demonstrated an extraordinary level of commitment to opening young minds to the world of science and we are extremely pleased to partner with the Fresno County Office of Education to honor their service.”

Mary Funk teaches fourth through sixth graders at Burrel Union Elementary in Burrel.  A recipient of several major awards previously, including PG&E’s Bright Ideas Grant, Mary’s more than twenty years of teaching have been spent enriching young lives throughout the Fresno area.  Mary is also a two-time FCOE Leadership Academy Teacher of the Year (1993, 1994) and is a co-founder of the non-profit group Hope For Future Victory, which is dedicated to sponsoring and educating orphaned and disadvantaged children in Uganda.

Wayne Garabedian has spent more than thirty years at Clovis West High School, bringing multiple areas of science into the classroom with a skill and enthusiasm that led him to recently be named Teacher of the Year at the California State Science Fair.   He has also served as Science Department chair, Science Fair Director and as an adviser to the school’s Armenian Club.

Each teacher will receive a $2,000 award for use in bringing science education into their classrooms.  Nominations for future awards will be accepted by the Museum starting in early spring 2007.  A review committee will be formed consisting of Fresno Metropolitan Museum representatives, in cooperation with the Fresno County Office of Education and the Reveas Foundation, as well as members of the community to select one award recipient representing grades K-6 and one award recipient representing grades 7-12.

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation through late 2006.  During that time, the Met’s Reeves Ask Science Center is open to the public at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in Downtown Fresno.  For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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