

FRESNO REGIONAL FOUNDATION DONATES $1 MILLION TO THE

FRESNO METROPOLITAN MUSEUM
Fresno, CA… February 14, 2006 … The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is pleased to announce a $1 million gift to the Museum’s capital campaign from the Fresno Regional Foundation.  A check presentation will be made on the front steps of the Fresno Metropolitan Museum at 1555 Van Ness Avenue on Tuesday, February 14 at 10:30 a.m.  Board members from both the Museum and the Fresno Regional Foundation will be in attendance. 

Executive Director of the Fresno Metropolitan Museum, Kathleen Monaghan, said, “This extraordinary gift brings us closer to our fundraising goal and illustrates the importance of broad-based community support. The Museum’s renovation project is the largest capital investment by a cultural arts organization in the Central Valley. ”  

The Fresno Regional Foundation is a community foundation serving Fresno and the Central Valley since 1966.   The Foundation donates to the community through its own endowment funds.  Its current assets are approximately $20,000,000.

“Last year the Board of Directors at the Fresno Regional Foundation designated 2006 as the year of the ‘Rebirth’ for the Foundation,” said Dan DeSantis, Chief Executive Officer of the Fresno Regional Foundation. ”This first donation of the year marks our re-energized dedication to giving back to the community. We look forward to announcing many more donations throughout the year.” 

The Fresno Regional Foundation’s $1 million donation will go toward the completion of the second phase of the Museum’s building renovation, which began in August of 2005 and is scheduled for completion in late 2006.  The newly renovated building will allow the Museum to better fulfill its mission of inspiring inquisitive minds through interaction and involvement in the arts and sciences.  The upgraded facility will offer dedicated educational program space as well as new galleries and amenities.
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About the Fresno Regional Foundation:

Established in 1966, the Fresno Regional Foundation provides opportunities for donors to achieve their charitable intentions by matching gifts with real needs. It is the channel through which individuals, families, businesses, private foundations and nonprofit organizations give in order to benefit the Central San Joaquin Valley community. Collectively, the Foundation explores and creates new opportunities to address the spectrum of economic, social, educational, environmental and cultural needs of the region, working to secure a prosperous future for the Central Valley region and its residents.

The Fresno Regional Foundation is a permanent, independent, nonprofit foundation, a registered charitable corporation, an affiliate of the National Council on Foundations, and a member of the League of California Community Foundations. For more information visit http://fresnoregfoundation.org. 

About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, a 501c(3) non-profit organization, develops and presents educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  Museum programming is currently taking place at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno while the Museum’s home, the historic Fresno Bee Building, is undergoing renovation through late 2006.  For more information the public may call the Met at 559-441-1444 or go on-line to www.fresnomet.org. 
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