
FRESNO METROPOLITAN MUSEUM ANNOUNCES PLANS 

FOR ONE-DAY CHRISTMAS AT THE MET CELEBRATION

Fresno, CA… On Saturday, November 25, 2006 the Fresno Metropolitan Museum will host a one-day extravaganza celebration of its perennial favorite Christmas at the Met festivities.  This free all-day event will be held on the corner of Van Ness and Calaveras in downtown Fresno.

The traditional decorated trees at the event will be joined by other activities, including a pancake breakfast, a planned parade, food and vendor booths, hayrides and the opportunity to visit with Santa and have photos taken, along with live performances by local choral groups and entertainers for the whole family.

The day’s events will be followed in the evening by a special reception for Museum members only, and the day will close with a holiday themed laser light show.

“This exciting event continues the holiday tradition of Christmas at the Met, while serving as another step in the buildup to the reopening of our home in the historic Fresno Bee Building,” said Kathleen Monaghan, the Museum’s Executive Director.  

Plans for this event came about as a result of the Museum’s renovation project being slated for completion in early 2007.  Rather than canceling the annual Christmas at the Met celebration, Museum officials devised plans for this daylong event in the spirit of Christmas at the Met.

“While Christmas at the Met serves as a fundraiser for the Museum, we will also offer many activities on this day that will be free of charge, so that everyone in the community can enjoy this holiday tradition,” Monaghan added.

About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, a Smithsonian Institution Affiliate, is a 501c(3) non- profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  

The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation and is scheduled to reopen in early 2007.  During that time, Met programming is taking place offsite and at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno. For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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