
FRESNO MET BRINGS BESTSELLING AUTHOR 

BETTY EDWARDS TO LECTURE AT FRESNO STATE

Fresno, CA…April 27, 2006… Countless students have learned to draw using her methods. Now Betty Edwards, Ed.D, applies that same revolutionary perspective to color. Professor Emeritus of Art at California State University, Long Beach, Dr. Edwards is best known for her seminal work on art instruction, Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. 

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum will bring Dr. Edwards to Fresno to deliver a lecture entitled “Unweaving the Rainbow: Color Observed” on Thursday, April 27 at 7:00 pm in the Leon and Pete Peters Education Center at California State University, Fresno. Her new book, and subject of the lecture, Color: A Course in Mastering the Art of Mixing Colors, distills the existing knowledge about color theory into a practical method of working with color. 

The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is offering this lecture in collaboration with the College of Arts and Humanities Lecture Series at Fresno State to the community at no charge. Donations may be made at the door and all proceeds will benefit the Fresno Metropolitan Museum. The event is open to the public, however registration is required. Please call the Met at (559) 441-1444 to register.
Dr. Edwards’ revolutionary perspective on the drawing process continues to influence students of art. Her previous book Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain remains a classroom staple. Within two weeks of its first release in 1979 it became a New York Times bestseller and stayed on the list for over a year. Revised and reprinted as The New Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain in 1999, it again was a bestseller. By showing artists how to bypass their logical (left) side of the brain and use instead their subconscious (right) side of the brain, Dr. Edwards revealed a more efficient method for artists to access their creativity. 

Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain has been translated into thirteen languages and has sold over 2.5 million copies. Dr. Edwards also published The New Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain Workbook (2002) and Drawing on the Artist Within (1987) before her most recent work, Color: A Course in Mastering the Art of Mixing Colors. 
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Like her prior lessons on drawing, Color: A Course in Mastering the Art of Mixing Colors compels artists to challenge their own perspective and instead look at what is really there. Teaching many concentrated five-day workshops on color use, Dr. Edwards now compiles these lessons in her new book. Illustrated with more than 125 step-by-step images, the book’s instructions on using color are meant for both novice and advanced artists. The book explores various aspects of color including: how it is affected by light, how colors interact within each other, and how the psychological meaning of colors can be applied to the artist’s individual expression, among others.  

Copies of Color: A Course in Mastering the Art of Mixing Colors will be available for purchase, and Dr. Edwards will sign copies of her book following the lecture.

The Leon and Pete Peters Education Center is located in the new Student Recreation Center at California State University, Fresno, adjacent to the Save Mart Center. Seating will be on a first come, first serve basis. Event parking is available without a permit in lot V, west of the Center. 

About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  

The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building is undergoing renovation through late 2006.  During that time, Met programming is taking place offsite and at a temporary location at 933 Van Ness Avenue in downtown Fresno. For more information on upcoming classes, camps, programs and events please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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